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Pinellas County Schools & Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay Partner to Launch 3DE Schools 
Innovative high school model proven to accelerate student engagement and academic outcomes in 
traditional public high schools will launch August 2020 

 
 

Sept. 16, 2019— Pinellas County Schools and Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay announce their 
partnership to launch 3DE, an innovative high school model proven to accelerate student 
engagement and academic outcomes in traditional public high schools. 3DE will launch August 
2020 at Dunedin and St. Petersburg High Schools, with plans to expand into additional schools 
in the future. Students in the program will have the opportunity to explore a wide variety of 
careers, participate in project-based learning and interact with business professionals, so that 
by the time they graduate they will have the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to 
thrive in their post-secondary education and careers. 
 
“Pinellas County Schools’ partnership with Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay will give students 
more opportunities for a successful future. Students will grow a passion for an industry or 
career in which they have interest by learning from experts in that industry. This program will 
motivate students to take on additional challenges, graduate on time, and develop a plan to 
achieve their dreams,” explains Michael A. Grego, Ed.D., Pinellas County Schools 
superintendent. 
 
3DE by Junior Achievement launched in 2015 at Banneker High School, the highest-poverty and 
lowest-performing high school in Fulton County, Georgia. The school-within-a-school model 
contributed to a 91 percent graduation rate, representing a 46 percent increase over the course 
of four-years. There are currently six 3DE schools with each location demonstrating consistently 
positive outcomes among student engagement, academic gains, and development of 
transferable competencies. By 2020 3DE will expand to more than 20 schools in four states 
including Florida, Georgia, Texas and Washington, D.C./Maryland. 
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The instructional model at 3DE schools is based around case method. These cases are a 
platform to connect an interdisciplinary project-based approach to standards-based learning. 
As the underpinning framework, Case Method integrates real-world concepts and experiences 
across all disciplines and subject areas. Activated through local and national partners, students 
gain access and skills to navigate careers in high growth industries.   
 
“The initial 3DE schools demonstrated the ability to re-engineer high school education to 
be more relevant and engaging, leading to measurable gains in student outcomes and 
their future trajectory,” said Jack Harris, president and CEO of 3DE. “We are proud to 
partner with the visionary leadership of Dr. Michael A. Grego and his team.” 

This announcement follows an extensive due diligence process with leadership from the 
School District, Dunedin and St. Petersburg High Schools, 3DE, and Junior Achievement. 
Over the course of the next year the team will work collaboratively with school 
administration and teachers to prepare for the launch in 2020. 3DE will continue to 
provide consistent support through a dedicated on-site school team, as well as 
engagement from the regional and national team. Junior Achievement will continue to 
source partnerships with businesses that are stimulating local economic development and 
expanding careers in in-demand fields to create a diverse pipeline of case experiences.  

“Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay is thrilled to be developing a joint venture with Pinellas 
County Schools and the broader business community to break through traditional barriers to 
make high schools more relevant, experiential, and authentically connected to the real world.” 
Richard George, JA Tampa Bay President shares. 

 
Learn more about 3DE; Learn more about Junior Achievement Tampa Bay; Learn More about 
Pinellas County Schools 
 
 
About Pinellas County Schools 
Pinellas County Schools is the eighth largest in the state and the 28th largest in the nation. The 
district is the largest employer in Pinellas County with about 16,000 employees who serve more 
than 101,000 students in pre-K through 12th grade. Our technical colleges offer adult students 
opportunities for career training and industry certifications. Pinellas is accredited by AdvancED 
and is recognized nationally for providing choice for families, advancing the use of technology 
and providing career education. 
 
About Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay 

Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay inspired 85,963 students with more than 1 million 
Instructional Contact Hours through the support of 7,521 volunteers in 2018-2019 in the 
twelve-county region.  Junior Achievement is a for impact, non-profit organization that delivers 
K-12 programming for entrepreneurship, financial literacy and career readiness including two 
capstone programs of JA BizTown and JA Finance Park. For more information on the 
organization, visit jatampabay.org 
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About 3DE by Junior Achèvement 
3DE by Junior Achievement is dedicated to expanding economic opportunity and economic 
mobility by re-engineering high school education to improve student engagement, accelerate 
academic outcomes, and develop competencies to excel in the future of work. 3DE schools are 
developed and sustained through joint venture partnerships with school districts, 3DE by Junior 
Achievement and the broader business community. 3DE launched in Atlanta in 2015 and by 
2024 aims to expand to 55 schools serving nearly 20,000 students.  3DE Leading National 
Partners are Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation and The Marcus Foundation who both 
committed $5 million. Additional National Partners include The Goizueta Foundation, and Sara 
Blakely Foundation; as well as Arby's/Inspire Brands, AT&T, Chick-fil-A, Delta Air Lines, The 
Home Depot, Jackson Healthcare, ReliaQuest, Spanx, SunTrust, and UPS.  
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